Prolactin in amniotic fluid: its correlation with maternal plasma prolactin.
Prolactin concentrations in amniotic fluid from 319 women with normal pregnancies and 29 women with complicated pregnancies were determined by radioimmunoassay. Prolactin levels varied from 36 ng/ml to 1800 ng/ml mean +/- S.D. = 408 +/- 297) in the normal pregnancy group but showed no definite pattern of rise or fall during pregnancy. No difference in levels was found in complicated pregnancies. Prolactin concentrations in the plasma from 203 of these women were also assayed. The levels in the amniotic fluid were about 9 fold higher than those in the plasma. There was no significant correlation between amniotic fluid and plasma levels of prolactin.